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SUBJECT: ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM'S VISIT TO COSTA RICA 
REF: STATE 170433 

SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL ADVISED EMBASSY TODAY 
(AUGUST 7) THAT MINISTRY WELCOMES ASSISTANT SECRETARY BUFFUM'S 
VISIT ON AUGUST 13. FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO WILL NOT REPEAT 
NOT BE PRESENT AS HE INTENDS TO ATTEND THE INAUGURATION 
CEREMONIES ON THAT DATE IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

MINISTRY OFFICIAL SAID THAT ALL KEY OFFICIALS EXCEPT FACIO 
INVOLVED WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION AFFAIRS WILL BE PRESENT, 
BY DR. VICTOR HUGO ROMAN, THE VICE-MINISTER. MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL S TENTATIVE PLAN, PENDING FURTHER CONVERSATIONS 
WITH ROMAN- WHO IS CURRENTLY IN CARACAS, INCLUDE A 
2 OR 3-HOUR ROUND-TABLE CONFERENCE WITH KEY MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS; A SHUTDOOR PRIVATE SESSION WITH THE 
VICE-MINISTER; A JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE; AND, 

POSSIBLY, A LUNCH HOSTED BY THE VICE-MINISTER. 

EMBASSY WILL CABLE DETAILS ABOUT COSTA RICAN 
PARTICIPATION, RELEVANT BIOGRAPHIC MATERIAL, AND 
FURTHER SCHEDULE DETAILS AS SOON AS FOREIGN MINISTRY 
HAS THEM AVAILABLE. 
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